Congressman
¢ Wally
Herger

Dear Friends,

Thisspring | held aseriesof ten Town Hall meetingsthroughout our Northern CaliforniaCongressiona
District. Thank you for taking time out of your busy scheduleto shareyour viewswith me. I'dasoliketo
thank thethousands of Northern Californianswho returned the questionnaire printed inthe last newdl etter.
Your inputiscrucia for effective representationin Washington.

Exemplifying the"new tone" in Washington, the House of Representatives and the Administration of
President George W. Bush have accomplished much, working together to strengthen our economy and
enactinga$1.35trilliontax relief law for the American people. Inaddition, the Houseand the Administration
have worked hard to bolster our national defense, addressing issues of military retention by focusing
cons derableresourceson cost-of -living salary increasesand improvementsin hous ng for our men and women
inuniform. | amaso happy to announcethat the Globa Hawk UAV missionwill becomingto BedeAir Force
Base. Thisnext generation surveillance mission standsto strengthen the strategic
importanceof theNorthern Californiacommunity to our national defensefor years
tocome.

But thereisstill much moreto bedone. We must work together to bring
bal anceto the Endangered SpeciesAct. Asyou may know, agovernment-caused
disaster inthe Klamath Basinisreceiving nationa attention. Sadly thisisnot the
first timethe ESA hascomeinto conflict with thelegitimateinterestsof our local
communities and it will not be the last unless we can work to successfully
modernizethis1973 law.

We also need to focus on protecting our Northern Californiainterests
during the continuing CALFED process. Our regionisthe starting point for 80%
of Californias water. As such, our Northern California resources are being
increasingly tapped to providefor thewater needsof Southern Californiaresidents, farmsand businesses. We
must ensurethat any CALFED plan protects our water rightsfirst and supports substantial, adequate water
storage optionsthat giveal Cdiforniansadditional flexibility in drought and flood years.

I will continueto fight for theinterestsof Northern California, working to bring fairnessto our nationa
environmenta policies. Asaways, | encourageyou to sharewith meyour thoughtsonwhat actions Congress
should take on these and other i ssues.

Sincerdy,

WALLY HERGER
Member of Congress

m ESA Update: Klamath W Legislative Update
Basin Tragedy

th|S I SSU ks Questionnaire Results  ® Tax Relief

This mailing was prepared, published, and mailed at taxpayer expense.




Tax Reform for America's Families

Americansare overtaxed and deserverelief in
theform of atax codewhich valueshard work
and rewards entrepreneurship and innovation.
Consider that last year thefedera tax burdenon
the American people, measured asapercentage
of our nation'seconomy wasthe highest in peacetimehistory. The
tax reform law reversesthistrend.

President Bush pledged to work with Congressto lower
therecord-high tax burdenfacing American families, individuas,
and businesses. Now, just nine months after inauguration day,
taxpayersacross Americahave begun receiving their hard-earned
tax rebate checks. Totaling $600 for married couples, $500 for
singleheadsof household and $300for individuals, theserebates
areagood first step towardsafairer and morejust tax system.

On June 7th President Bush signed into law the most
comprehensivereform of our nation'stax lawsin two decades.
Thiscommon senselegidation, which | strongly supported from
my position on thetax-writing Waysand M eans Committee, will
alow American taxpayersto kegp $1.35trillion of their ownmoney
over thenexttenyears. Assuch, thisnew law representsa poditive
shift of power out of Washington, D.C. and back toindividuals
andfamilies.

Rather than the government deciding which groupsof tax-
payersdeservetax relief, the new law reducestax rates across

the board to benefit all Americans. Lower marginal rates
will spur theeconomy at atime of economic uncertainty and
put moredollarsback inthe pocketsof consumers.

Further, thetax reformshelp to correct two of the
most egregious provisionsof our tax laws: the marriage
penalty and death tax. Thefederal government should not
punish marriage and confiscate family farms and small
businessesthat have been built up over alifetime. Thenew
law doublesthe child tax credit, from $500 to $1,000 per
child. Thelegidationaso modernizesour nation'spension
laws, so that more Americans can make use of Individual
Retirement Accounts (IRAS) and 401(k)s.

ThePresdent hasddivered on hispromisetodlow
hard working Americansto keep more of what they earn. |
intend to continueworking with the Administration to make
surethat those who work hard, saveand invest will not be
penalized by the tax code for doing so. After dl, the
government should work for the people, not the other way
around.

ESA Undate: Klamath Basin Tragedy

Y ou may have heard about the tragic,
government-caused disaster in the Klamath
Basin, which bordersthe northern part of our
Congressional District and southern Oregon.
Nearly 1,500 family farmers and scores of
agriculture-related businesses weretold that
therewould be nowater thisyear. Based on nothing morethan
the best guess of several federal government biologists, every
drop of water was diverted to protect two species of fish
because the Endangered Species Act (ESA) required it. For
the first time in the hundred-year history of the project, the
Klamath Basin has zero water to irrigate. As aresult, the
economy of an entire community of 70,000 peopleis being
bankrupted.
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Tragically, thishasbecomethe"poster child” for the
destructive power of the ESA and how radical
environmentalismis severely harming Americansand our
Western way of life. All too often, well-intentioned
environmentd lawsare

exploited with  Thisisthe" poster
devastating resultsto -
local communities-in child" for the
ey Caﬁ%li):]acing destructive power of
public health an

the ESA.

safety in jeopardy.
Whilethe battlefield
haschanged over theyears, eachfight iseerily smilar. Whether
it beover forests, riversor agricultural lands, balance and
common senseispitted againgt an unyielding and anti-
growth agenda.

Thisbattleisraging throughout the West, but nowhere
isit moreapparent or moredramatic thanin our own
back yards. Onehundred fifty-one peoplehavedied
in head-on collisonson astretch of road in Butteand
Yubacountiesover thepast 10years. Yet ahighway
expans on project toimprovethesafety of thisroadis
(Continued on next page)

Congressman Herger spoke at the Klamath Basin
"Bucket Brigade" about the need to update the
Endangered SpeciesAct. Herger isthe sponsor of

H.R. 2389, which highlightsthe damageto theloca
economy by seeking to compensateindividuasin

a3 theBasinfor lossesdueto the shut-off of irrigation
§ water by the Department of the Interior.



2001 Questionnaire Resuits

Thousands of Northern Californians responded to the
issues survey printed in the last "Reports from Washing-
ton." Iwant to thank each of you that responded. Your
input is very important in determining how | can better
representyou in Congress. | have reprinted the questions
and the results of this year's survey below.

1. Would you support returning more education
policymaking and funding decisions from Washing-
ton to the local level?

Yes 85% No 7% Undecided 8%

2. Do you support President Bush's $1.6 trillion tax
relief plan?

Yes 67% No 25% Undecided 8%

3. Would you support increasing the amount of re-
lief under the President's tax proposal by reducing
the growth of the federal government in the future?

Yes 77% No 14% Undecided 9%

4. Some say that since the end of the Cold War our
military readiness - our ability to confront contempo-
rary threats - has waned as new threats have
evolved, such as those from terrorist organizations.
Do you support increasing funding for our national
defense to confront the conflicts of the 21st century?

Yes 77% No 17% Undecided 6%

5. Would you support the President's plan to swiftly
implement a theater Nuclear Missile Defense (NMD)
system to safeguard against the potential threat of
nuclear attack from hostile nations?

Yes 59% No 26% Undecided 15%

6. Do you favor foreign debt relief proposals that "for-
give" the debt that third world nations owe the United
States because of their inability to pay?

Yes 19% No 58% Undecided 23%

7. Appoximately $800 billion of the $5.7 trillion na-
tional debt is long-term debt, such as 30-year Trea-
sury bonds, that cannot be paid off without paying
significant penalties. As long as all other debt is paid
down now, do you believe we should avoid penalties
by not retiring long-term debt until it matures?

Yes 68% No 12% Undecided 20%

8. Do you support constructing more on-stream hy-
droelectric facilities to meet California's growing
water supply and electricity needs?

Yes 73% No 18% Undecided 9%

9. Would you support oil and gas exploration both
offshore and in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWR), as long as it is done in a clean and envi-
ronmentally sound manner?

Yes 70% No 25% Undecided 5%

10. Would you support nuclear power generation as
a means of augmenting California’s electricity sup-
plies?

Yes 63% No 23% Undecided 14%

11. Do you believe the current Administration should
“roll back” President Clinton’s roadless rulemaking,
national monument designations and other environ-
mental initiatives that were not subject to full public
scrutiny or congressional review?

Yes 70% No 24% Undecided 6%

12. On the whole, do you believe President George
W. Bush is doing a good job?

Yes 67% No 18% Undecided 15%

13. On the whole, do you believe Congress is doing
a good job?

Yes 31% No 33% Undecided 36%

ESA Update continued from page 2

being delayed because of the ESA. In the same area,
construction of ahigh school isbeing needlessly held up at
taxpayer expense in the name of the ESA. Our forests are
vulnerable tinderboxes, waiting for a spark. The radical
environmentaistshave prevented implementation of responsible
forest management policiesto protect our communities. Much
of our current energy crisis- and our impending water crisis-
can be attributed to extreme environmental policiesthat are
dowing much needed infrastructure construction, improvements
and repairs.

We need not sacrifice human hedlth and economic well-
being in order to protect the environment. With advancesin
modern science and technology, we have seen theimpossible
becomepossible. Using thisknowledge, I'm convinced wecan
both protect the environment and provide for human needs. It
does not need to be an either-or proposition.

Congressand the President must join together and fight
to restore balanceto well-intentioned lawsthat have run amok.

Only then will we be able to improve the safety of our
highways, provide for our children's education, build
facilitiesthat Soresufficient water tomeet our Satesgrowing
popul ation and create theinfrastructure needed to ensure
our lightsstay onin California. Congress never intended -
and the American publicwould not want - federal lawsthat
prevent usfrom doing what isin the best interest of our
citizens

In order to be successful, everyone must continue
to discuss the Klamath Basin tragedy. Asthese issues
continueto gain national attention, the public will become
aware of the real-world consequences of radical
environmentalism and thetrueintentions of these groups.
My hope is that with an Administration committed to
balance, combined with the efforts to build public
awareness, we can and will beableto modernizethe ESA.
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Congressman Herger:

Introduced H.R. 2, the"Social Security and

M edicareL ockbox Act of 2001," whichwould
} prohibit Congressfrom using fundsfromthe Socia

Security and Medicaretrust fundsfor unrelated

purposes. Passed in House. Pendingin Senate.

Voted infavor of H.R. 2653, the"Bipartisan Patient
Protection Act of 2001," that grants strong patient

} protectionsand ensurestimely accessto high quality
hedlth carefor millionsof Americans. Passed in
House. Pendingin Senate.

Introduced H.R. 2389, the"Klamath Basin Gover n-
ment-Caused Disaster Compensation Act,” which
> would requirethe Secretary of thelnterior to
compensateindividua sintheKlamath Basinfor
economic lossesdueto ano-water decision by the
Department of thelnterior. Pendingin House.

Voted for H.R. 2505, ameasurewhich would ban

> Human Cloning aswell ascloning experimentson
human embryos. Passed in House. Pendingin
Senate.
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Supported the successful passage of the President’s
Comprehensive Ener gy Palicy, the SAFE Act
(H.R. 4) toingtitutealong-term national energy policy
by focusing onincreased conservation effortsaswell
as bolstering our domestic energy production. Passed
in House. Pendingin Senate.

Introduced Biomass Equity Act of 2001, which
providestax incentivesto businessesthat use

renewabl e biomass, such asforest thinning and agricul-
tural byproducts, to produce€eectricity. A modified
version of the bill Passed the House as part of the
SAFEAct.

Actively supported and voted for $20 millionin
emer gency aid for the devastated farmers of the
Klamath Basin, included aspart of the President's
2001 supplemental spending request. Signed into
law by President Bush.

Supported passage of thelran and Libya Sanctions
Extension Act, which seeksto reduce government
sponsored terrorismin those countriesby discouraging
foreign corporationsfromengaging intradewith Iran
and Libya. Passed in House.

Congressman Herger
Participates in July
Fourth Celebration

Pictured here, at the "Let Freedom Ring
Celebration” in Bidwell Park, Congressman
Herger talks with 12-year-old Audrey Arn about
being a member of Congress. Throughout the
day, Herger spoke with many constituents about
topics ranging from tax relief for all Americans to
promoting growth in local economies.

Congressman

Congress of the United States
Wal Iy H er ger House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 MC.
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